
We are now approaching Spring (with 
this weather it feels more like sum-
mer!) and it's time for the Grounds 
Committee and the Pool Committees 
to begin community clean up.  
 
We will need volunteers several 
weekends in April and May at both 
the pool or helping on cleaning up 
the grounds for this summer’s pool 
opening.  I hope you'll consider volun-
teering some of your time to help your 
community.  Please mark your calen-
dar for the following days: 
 

April 15, 21, 22 

May 12, 19, 20 

12:30 pm to 5 pm  
 
If you have any questions about these 
clean up events, please email 
WayneLJohnson@verizon.net. 
 
Please note our new website will be 
up and running on April 1, 2012.  

Mark your calendars for April 21, 
when we host our Second Annual 
Community Yard Sale at 8 a.m.  Rain 
dates of April 22 & April 28.  See page 
four for details on this event.  
 
The Social Committee has already set 
the calendar for this year.  See the list 
planned activities on page 5 of this 
newsletter, and on both our current 
website (www.tanterra.com) and our 
new one (www.tanterra.net), which 
should be up and running sometime in 
April. 
 
Tracy Kraussat is looking for volunteers 
to establish a crime watch program in 
Tanterra.  If you are interested in joining 
her in this effort, please contact Tracy 
at kraussat@aol.com. 
 
Hope to see you around the neighbor-
hood.! 
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for publication in the 
newsletter by the 20th 

of each month to 
TanterraToday@ 

hotmail.com. 

Tanterra Today 

 

(All homeowners and associate members are welcome and  
encouraged to attend our Board Meetings each month.) 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

April 18  ♦  May 16  ♦  June 20 
 

All meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 

and are held in the Pool Shed 

April Showers bring May 

   Flowers ... 
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Tanterra Homeowners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes for February 15, 2012 

Board Members  
Present: 
 
►  Curt Barrett, Pres. 
►  Glen McEwen, V.P. 
►  Charlie Cook, Treas. 
     Dick Bertin, Sec’y. 
 
Board Members at  
Large in Attendance: 
 
     Jim Cagley 
     Dick Cole 
►  Wayne Johnson 
     Aleka Kapatou 
►  Glenn Wasik 
 
Others Present: 
 
►  Elizabeth Bialas, 
        HOA Clerk 

►  Lee Erlichman 

►  Tracy Krauss 

►  Ron White, Grounds 

►  Jim Welch, Hockey 

 

 

► = Members present 
        & attending meeting 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by President Curt Barrett. 
 
1. Guest comments - Guest/homeowner Tracy Krauss discussed starting a Neighborhood 

Watch in Tanterra.  The requirements were discussed regarding minimum participation 
required for training.  An item will be placed in the newsletter and online as well as with 
the Yahoo group to gauge interest. 
 

2. Minutes - A motion was made by Wayne Johnson to approve the minutes of the Janu-
ary 19, 2012 Board minutes as submitted and previously distributed to Board members.  
Glen McEwen seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report - Clerk Elizabeth Bialas distributed the current Balance Sheet and 
Profit & Loss Statement (as of January 31, 2012).  Charlie Cook reviewed the current 
finances with the Board and there are no problems.  The special assessment billing 
statements will be mailed the week of February 16.  A CD has matured and must be 
reinvested.  A discussion was held regarding the adequacy of the reserve fund.  Lee 
Erlichman will look further into options. 

 

4.  Committee Reports: 

Pool Committee: 

Wayne Johnson reported that the pool building committee reviewed final bids from the 
three contractors who were interested in the work.  All contractors had very good refer-
rals.  Direct comparisons were made between the three proposals and there was a 
$60,000.00 range between high and low bids.  The committee met with the owner of 
Catania Construction who was the low bidder and were impressed with his presentation 
and further references which were provided.  A final contract review was to be con-
ducted February 17.  The pool building committee recommended that Catania construc-
tion be used as contractor for the pool rebuild.  A motion was made by Glenn Wasik to 
award the contract to Catania Construction as long as it is not more than $400,000.00.  
Charlie Cook seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  The Board offered 
praise to the pool reconstruction committee for the work they have performed dealing 
with the very extended bidding process, with particular thanks to Wayne Johnson as 
Chair. 
 
Architectural Committee: 

No report. 
 
Grounds Committee: 

Ron White reported that branches and logs need to be picked up in the common areas.  
A sign will be put up in the tennis courts reminding homeowners to pick up after their 
dogs.  The bike paths and the pool parking lot need work.  A notice will be put in 
Tanterra Today regarding a work party for April 21.  This will be for general grounds 
clean up.  Interested volunteers should meet in the pool parking lot at 10:30 am. 
 
GOCA: 

No report. 
 
Newsletter: 

No report.                 (Cont’d. on page 4) 
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COMMUNITY CORNER   

Event will be Advertised on 
Olney Brookeville Exchange* 

Craigslist and other Venues 

(*a Yahoo listserve comprised of 2,400+ Olney families) 

Email SharleneM901@msn.com with Questions 

2nd ANNUAL TANTERRA  
COMMUNITY YARD SALE ! 

 

Saturday, April 21 

8 am til 1 pm 
 

Held Throughout Tanterra in Each Homeowner’s Yard; 

Just Set up Shop and You’re Ready to Go! 

 

(Rain date:  Sunday, April 22  ♦  9am - 2 pm) 

(If entire weekend a washout, second Rain  
Date will be Saturday, April 28  ♦  8am til 1pm) 

 

37th ANNUAL SUGARLOAF CRAFTS FESTIVAL - April 13-15 and April 27-29 
April 13-15:  Montgomery Co Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut Street, Gaith.  Fri/Sat: 10am-6pm ♦ Sun: 10am-5pm 

April 27-29:   Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium  Fri/Sat: 10am-6pm ♦ Sun: 10am-5pm 
THOUSANDS of American made handcrafted items to touch, see, taste, smell and hear. 

(800) 210-9900 or http//sugarloafcrafts.com   $7 in advance or $9 day of event 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR NOW!  

MAIN STREET HEAT CHILI COOK OFF 
April 14, 10am-8pm 
3 North Street, Mt. Airy 
 
International Chili Society sanctioned 
cook-off. Taste samples, judge for your-
self, beer garden, contests and antique 
cars.  For more info 301-829-8300 or visit 
http://www.mountairymainstreet.org/Chili_Cook-off.html. 

DOWNTOWN SILVER SPRING FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 
May 5 & 6  Sat 10am-6pm ♦ Sun: 11am-5pm 
908 Ellsworth Drive  
 
Join us as Silver Spring welcomes the #86 ranked fine art 
festival to Downtown Silver Spring.  Over 100 award-
winning artists:  painters, sculptors, photographers, jewel-
ers, wood, glass and ceramic artisans - more!  Free ad-
mission and parking.  For more info call (631) 421-1590 
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(cont’d. from page 2) 
 
Social Committee: 

No report.. 
 
Tennis Committee: 

No report. 
 
Web Site: 

Curt Barrett reported that training will begin in 
March for the users of the site.  It was proposed 
that all committee chairs receive training in how to 
update the website.  The website developer is al-
most finished. 
 
Welcoming Committee: 

No report. 
 

5. New Business - Charlie Cook moved that the 
usual $100.00 be given to GOCA for the Olney 
Days fireworks.  The motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm. 
 

Submitted by Richard J. Bertin, Secretary 
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Mark your calendar for the following dates and 

Let’s Rock the Pool this Summer! 
 

 

MAY 26 OPENING PARTY  12pm to 2pm  

 

MAY 26 ADULT PARTY      8pm to 11pm   

 

FRIDAY HAPPY HOURS:  5-9 pm (Entire family welcome) 

June 8 and 22  ♦  July 13 and 27  ♦  August 10 and 24 

 

JUNE 12  SCHOOL’S OUT RAFT PARTY!   3pm to 6pm  

 

JUNE 16  KIDS’ RAFT PARTY    7pm to 11 pm 

 

JUNE 30 ADULT PARTY            8pm to 12am  

 

JULY 4 HOLIDAY PARTY       12pm to 2pm 

 

AUGUST 18  ADULT PARTY – CRAB FEAST  8pm to 12am 

 

SEPTEMBER 1 CLOSING PARTY – 12pm to 2pm  

 
Volunteers are always needed and greatly appreciated for each event. 

Please contact SarahFormichelli@yahoo.com to help out. 



Page 6 Tanterra  Today 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many families are unsure if their child should be a part of the team.  The swim team is made up of athletes who 

are just starting to learn to swim competitively to those who swim on teams year round.  There is a place for 

every level of swimmer on the team.  Kevin Vallario, Tanterra’s new head coach, is very confident in his ability to 

teach each child fundamental and advanced techniques for each stroke in a fun and positive manner.   In addition 

to swimming, there are many social activities for the children (and parents!) to enjoy throughout the summer. One 

of the best benefits (aspects) of joining the Tanterra Swim and Dive team is the close community feeling every-

one experiences.  

Pre Team 
 

Our pre-team is for our youngest swimmers from age 5 through 8. The goal of this program is two-fold:  (1) to 

encourage a love of swimming at an early age, and (2) to prepare swimmers for participation in age group swimming 

once they have acquired the necessary skills.  If your child is older than eight, they can still join the fun.  All age 

groups are broken down by level, so each child is placed with other children at his/her level.  If you would like to 

learn more, plan to attend the new family meeting May 24th.  

 

Dive On In 
 
Is your child ready for a new challenge?  Does your child love going off the diving board? Then the dive team is 

the place for them!  Tanterra is one of 25 pools in Montgomery County that has a dive team.  The 8 & under age 

group allows our youngest divers to participate with a front jump, back jump and head first standing dive into the 

pool and receive accolades from the spectators and participation ribbons for every meet.  Your child only needs to 

be able to get from the diving board to the ladder unassisted and with confidence.  The dive coach will teach 

them the rest.  We encourage children of all ages to join, beginning at 5 years of age.  

 

If you would like more information on the Tanterra Swim and Dive team, please plan to 

attend the new family meeting May 24th. 

 

New Family Meeting 
 

We will have an informational meeting for new families where we will explain the process, 

answer your questions and you can meet our coaches! 
 

WHEN:     Thursday, May 24th at 7:00 pm 

WHERE:    Community Room in basement level of the ReMax Building  

  on Route 108 next to Ricciuti’s  
 

For more information on the team, please visit www.tanterratarpons.org or call Karen Gallagher at 301-570-

0673 repkaren@tanterratarpons.org  

Tanterra Swim & Dive Team:  

Is it Right for My Child? 

http://www.tanterratarpons.org/
mailto:repkaren@tanterratarpons.org
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ROLLER HOCKEY ON THE COURTS! 
 
Attention all roller hockey fans!  We’re presently playing weekend pick-up games on 
the Tanterra tennis court near the pool, with all ages and abilities welcome to join in 
the fun!  Current crew is 11-50 yrs old with intermediate level play.  We do not have set 
playing times on the weekends yet, but if you would like to be added to our Facebook 
page to receive communications about upcoming game times, please send me an 
email.  
 
Jim Welch    
jpwelch11a@gmail.com  

Tanterra Swim & Dive Team Online  

Registration Opens April 14 
 

Whether you're a returning or new family joining our team, the registration process is a simple and 

easy one, taking only a few minutes to complete.  You will be requested to pay during the last step 

of registration.  After registering and upon receipt of payment, you will be granted access to your 

own private account as a member of the team. 

 

Returning families must log in with the e-mail used last summer.   Your account with all of your in-

formation, including your swimmers times, are associated with that log in.  If you have a new e-mail, 

once you’re logged in please update your profile and the info will transfer.  If you forgot your e-mail 

or password, send an e-mail to registration@tanterratarpons.org and it will be sent to you.  

 

Early Bird Discount!!  Save $25 on the family fee if registered and paid by May 5th. Register at 

www.tanterratarpons.org, then click on the Online Registration button to get started.  

Questions?  Contact Lauri Black at registration@tanterratarpons.org.   
 

Books Donations Wanted 
 

It’s Spring cleaning time!  The Tanterra Swim & Dive Team would love to take 

any old books or DVD’s off your hands for our Annual Book Sale this summer.  

We need your donations now, so please contact Cindi Scafide at  

advertising@tanterratarpons.org if you have items you’d like to contribute.  

We can even pick them up!  The book sale will be held under the pool pavilion 

on July 7th during the A meet (8:00 to 11:00 AM) and July 18 during the B 

meet (5:30 to 9:00 PM). 

mailto:registration@tanterratarpons.org
http://www.tanterratarpons.org/
mailto:registration@tanterratarpons.org
mailto:advertising@tanterratarpons.org
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TANTERRA TODAY PUBLISHING POLICIES 
 

  
FREE ADVERTISING! 

 
If you submit an article of general interest or usefulness, or if the Editors like it regardless of its perceived general inter-
est or usefulness, we will print a free advertisement for your business up to one half of the size of the article. 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR! 
  
We welcome your comments, letters and opinions.  You may either write us at P.O. Box 25, Brookeville, MD 20833 or 
email at tanterratoday@hotmail.com.  We reserve the right to edit or modify the text of letters.  Please include your name 
and contact info.   
 

SUGGESTIONS 
  
We warmly welcome your suggestions for improvements to your newsletter, including features you would like to see or 
not to see. 

 
NOTE 

  
Regular advertising submissions should be emailed to tanterratoday@hotmail.com - including business cards (where 
possible).  If you lack computer capability, you may drop off or mail your hard copy advertisement to Charlotte Cary at 
18933 Alpenglow Lane, Brookeville, MD  20833.  Checks should be made out to the Tanterra Homeowners Association 
and included with your advertisement.  The deadline is the 20th of the month.  If you have any questions, please call 
Charlotte at 301-774-6862. 

mailto:tanterratoday@hotmail.com
mailto:tanterratoday@hotmail.com
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THE APRIL LANDSCAPE GARDENER 
BY 

MARK D. UHL, HORTICULTURIST 
 

 Warm to hot weather in mid- to late March has had quite on effect on the natural progression of Springtime 

events.  “Normal” timetables for activities have to be adjusted to compensate for the rapid and compressed natural occur-

rences.  Tree flowering, which is usually spread out over one to two months, occurred within a two week frenzy.  What 

will the weather pattern be for the next weeks?  It will have an impact on the tender foliage, and the insect populations 

which will be attacking our plants.  To what degree remains unclear at this point.  

 

MAINTENANCE FOR APRIL - Normal vs. Newly Revised Due to Warm Weather 

 

NORMAL:  Begin mowing.  Bluegrass and turf type tall fescues prefer being cut at 2 ½” to 3” for the spring months and 

switching to 3-3 ½” as the hot weather comes in June to shade the turf.  Mow at least once a week and leave the clippings 

on the lawn to decompose and return nutrients to the soil. 

NEW:   Mowing needed to start somewhere around the 20th – 25th of March. 

 

NORMAL:  Pre-emergent lawn application should have been done by now.  If not, do ASAP.  If you seeded this spring  

you will have to use a product containing Tupersan, chemical name Siduron (I have been hearing advertising for a new 

Scotts product that can be used with new seedings; you may want to try it), followed by the regular pre-emergent in six 

weeks after the newly seeded grass has grown enough to tolerate it. 

 

NEW:  Pre-emergents were put down early.  If you have waited until you read this you will have missed some of the early 

germinating weed seeds.  You can still put down a pre-emergent, which will take care of un-germinated weed seeds for the 

rest of  the season,  but will need to also put down a post emergent that will kill already germinated young crabgrass seed-

lings as well. 

 

NORMAL:  Broadleaf weeds can most effectively be controlled late April through June.  You need a large leaf area to hit 

(early sprays may miss some of the weeds that emerge late, such as the clovers and sedges) and the temperatures must  not 

exceed 80-85 degrees before the spray dries.  Broadleaf sprays should not be used close to desirable ornamental plants 

where overspray may do damage.  Under trees should be done on an “as needed” basis only, as the material can be taken 

up by tree roots and do damage. 

NEW:  this application may be moved to an earlier time frame, if desired. 

 

Edge and mulch planting beds.  Mulch to a depth of 1-2”, no more.  If old mulch is crusty,  rake to break it up prior to ap-

plying the new layer.  Too much mulch can exclude oxygen and water from the roots of desirable plants and encourage 

root growth into the mulch where the roots will die from the next winters’ cold.  Application of a pre-emergent weed con-

trol to the planting beds can reduce hand weeding later in the summer months, sometimes considerably.  The warmer win-

ter weather allowed the mulch eating bacteria to remain active.  This bacteria decomposed the mulch at a faster rate. 

Re-Mulching will probably be needed by most of us as a result. 

 

Renewal prune plants, such as forsythia, which have already finished blooming.  Forsythia can be controlled and kept 

manageable if cut to the ground every 2-3 years immediately after flowering. 

 

Start monitoring for insect pests.  If spotted, try to control with oils and biological agents.  When targeted at young insect 

populations these controls are very effective and less hazardous to you and the environment.  For a few aphids on your 

rose buds, using your fingers to crush them is an effective mechanical control that allows the predators time to catch up to 

the explosion of the aphid population.  Once caught up, the predators can keep the pest population in check, often for the 

remainder of the summer.  Careful monitoring, looking on the undersides of leaves, looking for exit holes in bark and into 

the interior of plants can detect insect population increases in time to use control measures to keep major plant damage to a 

minimum. 

 
***This article is written for the use of Tanterra Today readers at their own risk. When unsure about a procedure, contact your  local 

landscape or nursery professional for qualified advise pertinent to your particular situation. Always read and follow label directions. 
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COMMITTEES 
 
Architectural      Hank & Kay Griffith   skayhank@comcast.net    240-461-7536 
Grounds & Environment    Ron White   Rononearth@hotmail.com   240-678-3189 

Greater Olney Civic Assn    Aleka Kapatou  alekakapatou@hotmail.com   301-774-4624 
Neighborhood Watch      Vacant 
Social          Sarah Formichelli   sarahformichelli@yahoo.com   301-774-1976 
Pool        Wayne Johnson   tanterrapool@hotmail.com   301-774-1906 
Pool Phone             301-774-4035 
Pool/Pavilion Calendar     Dick Bertin   RichardBertin@verizon.net    301-774-7926 
Dive Reps      John Siarkas   RepJohn@tanterratarpons.org   301-774-2117 
       Stephanie Olszewski  RepStephanie@tanterratarpons.com  240-370-9864 
Pre-Team Rep      Gay Braker   preteam@tanterratarpons.org   301-570-1553 
Swim Team Reps     Susan Johnson  RepSusan@tanterratarpons.org   301-924-5979 
       Karen Gallagher  RepKaren@tanterratarpons.org    301-570-0673 
       Carleen Patterson  RepCarleen@tanterratarpons.org  240-342-2336 
       Tina Varron   RepTina@tanterratarpons.org   240-463-3743 
Treasurer      Jim Cagley   JCBozLaw@aol.com    301-570-1475 
Tanterra Website     Ann Joliet   Admin@Tanterra.com    301-774-1415 
Tanterra Today     Charlotte Cary  tanterratoday@hotmail.com   301-774-6862 
     (Co-Editors)      Sharlene Monroe  SharleneM901@msn.com   301-648-2025 
Tennis       Peter Szwec   Pszwec@verizon.net      301-570-1724 
Volleyball      Wayne Johnson  WayneLJohnson@verizon.net   301-260-1906 
Welcoming Committee      Jodie Siarkas   jsiarkas@comcast.net    301-774-2117 

 Tanterra HOA Board of Directors 
  P. O. Box 25 

  Brookeville, MD  20833 

  www.Tanterra.com 

OFFICERS 
 
President     Curt Barrett  (2012)  Curtis.barrett@verizon.net         301-774-0234 
Vice President     Glen McEwen (2012)  fivemcewens@msn.com         301-570-3586 
Treasurer     Charlie Cook (2014)  Charlie.iii@verizon.net         301-774-8059 
Secretary     Dick Bertin  (2013)  RichardBertin@verizon.net         301-774-7926 
 
OTHER BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Glenn Wasik  (2012)  301-774-5020  Jim Cagley     (2014)         301-570-1475 
Dick Cole  (2013)  301-774-6534  Aleka Kapatou     (2014)         301-774-4624 
Wayne Johnson  (2013)  301-774-1906 
 
CLERK   Elizabeth Bialas   301-774-3809       LizBialas@yahoo.com     (contact for resale packets) 

This summer visit one of many MASTER GARDENER clinics offered by Mont-
gomery County’s Master Gardeners organization.  Every Sunday May thru Septem-

ber volunteers will be at the Olney Farmers Market on Rt. 108 from 9am til 1pm.  For 
more info on their 10 other locations from Bethesda to Derwood, contact Kathy Eighmey 
at 301-590-9650 or visit http://extension.umd.edu/gardening/masterGardeners/local/ 
Montgomery/Files/2012%20Plant%20Clinics%20press%20release.pdf. 
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MAMMA LUCIA SUPPORTS YOUR COMMUNITY,  

YOUR SCHOOLS & CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS YEAR-ROUND 
 

Stop by Mamma’s this April and May and we will 
DONATE A PORTION OF THE EVENING’S PROCEEDS  

to your favorite charity!   FUNDRAISING HOURS:  5 pm to 10 pm  

April 11 Norbeck Montessor School April 26 Olney Adventist Prep School  

April 12 OBGC U8 Allstars Baseball May 2  Olney Ballet Theatre  

April 18 American Cancer Society  
Relay for Life 

May 9 Sequoyah ES PTA  

April 19 Sherwood H.S. Music Boosters May 16 Farquhar M.S. PTA  

April 25 St. Andrew Apostle School May 17 Montgomery General Foundation  
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ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Page $150/mo $1,500/16 issues 

Half Page $  75/mo $   780/16 issues 

Quarter Page $  50/mo $   480/16 issues 

Business Card $  20/mo $   200/16 issues 

Classified Ads $    2/line     Give-Aways - Free! 

Ads are due by the 20th of the month 
Full Page Inserts:  $100/mo.  Advertiser must provide 620 

flyers measuring 8-1/2” x 11”.    Flyers can be two-sided! 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE APRIL 21  ♦  SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS!! 
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