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President’s Message      by Glen McEwen 

Our annual meeting was held November 
15

th
 at Greenwood Elementary.  We had a 

fantastic crowd in attendance and a lot of 
Homeowner Association business was  
resolved.  If you have not attended an   
annual meeting or one of the regular 
monthly meetings, I urge you to join us on 
the third Wednesday of any month to learn 
more about how your Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation works and what we do for you. 
 
Our local neighborhood State Delegate 
Craig Zucker talked about the speed signs 
that had been temporarily placed on    
Heritage Hills Drive in an effort to slow 
down traffic along this 
busy street.  In addition, 
he reminded us of the 
State of Maryland college 
scholarships that are avail-
able to its residents.  If you 
are interested in learning 
more about these scholarships, please 
contact Craig at Delegate.C.Zucker@ 
house.state.md.us. 
 
We also held our annual elections for the 
HOA Board of Directors.  Tanterra home-
owners unanimously elected the three can-
didates up for election to the Board for the 
next three year term:  Glen McEwen, 
Glenn Wasik, and our newest member, Jim 
Frye. If you are interested in running for the 
Board next year, please contact one of the 
Nomination Committee members:  Joe 
Joyce, Melissa Frye or Glen McEwen. 
 
The homeowners also approved a motion 
to allocate all unspent funds this year to 
the reserve fund.  The reserve fund is the 
Homeowner Association’s fund used to pay 

for major capital improvements (such as 
bike path or parking lot paving). 
 
Dave Stout spoke to everyone about the 
wonderful progress that the contractor is 
making on the pool renovation.  If you have 
not been by the pool since its closure in 
September, please stop by the pool area 
and see the progress being made! 
 
Because the annual dues and the special 
assessment payments are due about the 
same time next Spring, the Board would 
like to ease the financial burden for its 
homeowners by allowing the special     
assessment payment to be spread out over 
several months.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this option, please 
contact Elizabeth Bialas (see page six of 
this newsletter for her contact info). 
 
The last item of business at the annual 
meeting was a request that more residents 
become involved in the association.  For 
example, people are always needed to 
volunteer on one of the committees or by 
helping at pool and/or grounds for the 
Spring clean up. 
 
After the annual meeting, the Board met 
and re-elected the current officers for    
another year:  Glen McEwen as President, 
Wayne Johnson as Vice President, Charlie 
Cook as Treasurer and Richard Bertin as 
Secretary.  
 
The entire Board wishes 
everyone a safe and 
Happy Holiday Season! 

mailto:Delegate.C.Zucker@house.state.md.us
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Next Board 
Meeting 

December 19 
 

Meeting begins 
at 7:30 pm and 

is held in the 
Shed by the Pool 

The Tanterra Homeowners Association monthly Board meeting was called to order at 7:35 
pm by Acting President Glen McEwen. 
 

1. Minutes 

Three minor corrections to the draft September minutes were requested.  Glenn Wasik 
moved to approve the amended minutes of the September 19, 2012 Board meeting.  
Dick Cole seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report 

Clerk Elizabeth Bialas distributed the current Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss State-
ment (as of September 30, 2012).  Treasurer Charlie Cook presented the proposed 
2013 budget which was discussed in depth.  He moved approval of the amended 
budget, and Glenn Wasik seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The 
budget will be submitted as  presented to the membership at the November 15 General 
Meeting. 
 

3. Committee Reports 

Pool Committee: 

Wayne Johnson reported that the pool reconstruction project is progressing well.  In 
consultation with the contractor, the Board approved some additional critically neces-
sary prep work for the site.  The cost of that work is well within the original allowance for 
contingencies.   
 
Architectural Committee:   

Ted Karp reported no issues. 
 
Grounds Committee:  

Ron White reported.  The contract for mowing is anticipated.  The lights at the Heritage 
Hills entrance need protective enclosures to prevent damage.  The committee will inves-
tigate options. 

BOARD MINUTES - October 24, 2012 

Board Members  
Present: 
 
Glen McEwen, President 
Dick Bertin 
Glenn Wasik 
Jim Cagley 
Dick Cole 
Charlie Cook 
Wayne Johnson 
 
Others Present: 
 
Elizabeth Bialas  
Jim Frye 
Ted Karp 
Ron White 

 

GOCA:   

No report. 
 
Newsletter: 

No report. 
 
Social Committee: 

No report. 
 
Tennis Committee: 

No report. 
 
Web Site: 

The process for adding items to the  
site was discussed.   
 

 

Welcoming Committee: 

No report. 
 

4. New Business:   None. 

5. Old Business:   None.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
  Richard J. Bertin, Secretary  



Page 3  Tanterra  Today 

COMMUNITY CORNER   

BROOKSIDE GARDENS HOLIDAY LIGHT SHOW 

Nov. 23 - Jan. 6        (Closed Dec. 24, 25 & Jan. 1-3) 
1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton             301-962-1453 
 

Weekday hours:  5:30-9 pm (last car admitted @ 8:30 pm) 
Weekend hours: 5:30-10 pm (last car admitted @ 9:30 pm) 
Prices:   $20 weeknights  (Mon-Thurs)   Cash Only 
    $25 weekends    (Fri, Sat & Sun)    Cash Only 
 
To purchase advance tickets for $20 that can be used on 
ANY evening, stop by the Gift Shop or Visitors Center daily 
before 4 p.m.  301-962-1448 
 
See hundreds of trees and shrubs donning festive lights, 
beautifully lit gazebos and displays in the shape of blooming 
flowers & wild animals.  Musical performances in the Visi-
tors Center Auditorium each night from 6:30pm-8:00pm 
thru Jan. 6 .  Volunteers 16+ needed!  For more info see 
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/brookside/garden_lights.s
htm 

Gaithersburg’s 17th Annual  
   WINTER LIGHTS FESTIVAL    301-258-6310 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 30  
Seneca Creek State Park 
11950 Clopper Road, Gaithersburg 
 
Sun-Thurs:  6-9pm  $12/vehicle 
Fri & Sat:  6-10 pm   $15/vehicle 
3.5-mile drive w/350 light displays; 60 animated 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
Dec 2 - 31         Daily - 10 am - 10 pm 
Mormon Temple         301-587-0144 
9900 Stoneybrook Drive, Kensington 
 
Outdoor life-size nativity; 18 decorated trees in-
doors; performances nightly. 

GLEN ECHO PUPPET THEATRE Presents 

      Tchaikovsky's  “The Nutcracker” 

Nov. 23—Dec. 30 
7500 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo 

Enjoy the Puppet Co.'s annual holiday treat, The Nut-
cracker, with marionettes and larger-than-life costume 
characters in a delightful and entertaining production 
for the entire family!  For show times and more info, 
see:  http://www.thepuppetco.org/ or call 301-634-
5380.   50 Minute Running time.   

HOWARD COUNTY’s  
SYMPHONY OF LIGHTS  
Nov. 19 - Jan. 6           Open Daily, Closed 12/31 
Hickory Ridge Rd & Broken Land Pkwy, Columbia 
TWO OPTIONS: DRIVE IT or WALK IT!   Drive 
thru the spectacular light display of more than 70 
animated and stationary light creations between 6 
p.m. and 10 p.m. OR WALK THRU the light show 

SANDY SPRING MUSEUM’S HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
   Dec. 1 - 9:  TRAIN DISPLAY 
   Dec. 9, 3-6pm:  HOLIDAY PARTY 
17901 Bentley Road, Sandy Spring 

Train Show & Gingerbread House Display  
Dec. 1-9th.  Meet Frosty, Santa & Rudolph & 
enjoy Music, Holiday Food & Drink, Holiday Wreaths & 
Kids Craft Corner at the Holiday Party on the 9th.  
www.sandyspringmuseum.org or 301-774-0022. 

between 4:30 and 5:45 pm.  
DOGS ALLOWED on the 
Dec. 11 walk thru!  For more 
info visit http://www.hcgh.org/ 
symphonyoflights or call 410-
740-7840. 

CHRISTMAS ON THE FARM 
Dec 8 & 9 Noon to 5 p.m. 

Agricultural History Farm Park 
18400 Muncaster Road, Derwood 
 
Come and enjoy the holiday spirit on the farm: 
 •  Turn of the century decorations  •  Children’s activities 
 •  Free live Christmas music & caroling   
  •  Free hot cider & ginger cookies 
 •  Free hayrides (weather permitting) 
 •  Homemade baked goods for sale 

For more info visitwww.AgHistoryFarm.org or call 301-670-
4661. 

 

SEE PAGES 4 & 5 FOR  
MORE HOLIDAY INFO!! 
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LOCAL TREE FARM + FAMILY/FRIENDS = LOTS OF FUN! 

Finding the right tree for your holiday celebration is often an important part of the Christmas tradition, whether it be 

combing the local nurseries or garden center for a pre-cut tree or finding one along a country road to cut down like 

grandpa used to do.  If you’re in that latter crowd, you may be very pleased by the number of family owned tree 

farms in our area that are lots of fun to visit!  Below is a partial listing of the tree farms close to Olney; for a wider  

selection of farms throughout Maryland (or in another state!), visit http://pickyourownchristmastree.org/MDxmasbalt. 

php.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD to confirm hours of operation, attractions, tree availability, etc.  

BUTLER’S ORCHARD   301-972-3299 

22200 David Mill Road, Germantown 
Owner/Operator:  The Butler Family 
www.butlersorchard.com 
Cut your own trees from acres of Douglas & Ca-
naan Fir and White Pine.  What makes this tree 
farm special:   After dark bonfire and FREE 
marshmallow roasting, a huge country market 
with preserves, fruits, veggies and fresh-made 
apple cider and wreath decorating!   

HOMESTEAD FARM, 15600 Sugarland Road, Poolesville             301-977-3761 

Owner/Operators: Ben and Maureen Allnutt           http://www.homestead-farm.net 
Open Friday-Sundays Only, 9am-5pm.  Spruce, Scotch Pines & Fir up to 10 ft.  Also, fresh-made wreaths and rop-
ing, jam, jellies, honey and a selection of mixes for your holiday needs.  What makes this tree farm special:  The 
Allnutt family has farmed in Mont. County since 1763, when James Allnutt purchased 746 acres by the Potomac 
River. Homestead Farm maintains 230 acres from that original purchase. 

301-865-3515        GAVER TREE FARM 
5501 Detrick Road, Mt. Airy 

http://www.gavertreefarm.com/ 
christmas-trees 

 
Open Nov. 23-Dec. 23, 9am-5pm  

Choose from over 50 acres of beautifully 
shaped trees or choose one from their  
pre-cut selection.  Barn w/wreaths, hot  

chocolate & refreshments for sale.  

http://www.butlersorchard.com/
http://www.homestead-farm.net/
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COMMITTEES 
 
Architectural      Hank & Kay Griffith   skayhank@comcast.net    240-461-7536 

Grounds & Environment    Ron White   Rononearth@hotmail.com   240-678-3189 

Greater Olney Civic Assn    Aleka Kapatou  alekakapatou@hotmail.com   301-774-4624 

Neighborhood Watch      Tracy Kraussat  kraussat@aol.com    301-956-5715  

Social          Sarah Formichelli   sarahformichelli@yahoo.com   301-774-1976 

Pool        Wayne Johnson   tanterrapool@hotmail.com   301-774-1906 

Pool Phone             301-774-4035 

Pool/Pavilion Calendar     Dick Bertin   RichardBertin@verizon.net    301-774-7926 

Dive Reps      John Siarkas   RepJohn@tanterratarpons.org   301-774-2117 

       Stephanie Olszewski  RepStephanie@tanterratarpons.com  240-370-9864 

Pre-Team Rep      Heather Kauffman  repHeather@tanterratarpons.org  301-570-6838  

Swim Team Reps     Kate Gun   RepKate@tanterratarpons.org    301-873-5655 

       Karen Gallagher  RepKaren@tanterratarpons.org    301-570-0673 

       Carleen Patterson  RepCarleen@tanterratarpons.org  240-342-2336 

       Tina Varron   RepTina@tanterratarpons.org   240-463-3743 

Swim Team Treasurer     Jim Cagley   JCBozLaw@aol.com    301-570-1475 

Tanterra Website     Ann Joliet   Admin@Tanterra.com    301-774-1415 

Tanterra Today     Charlotte Cary  tanterratoday@hotmail.com   301-774-6862 

     (Co-Editors)      Sharlene Monroe  Sharlene.Monroe@ReMax.net   301-648-2025 

Tennis       Peter Szwec   Pszwec@verizon.net      301-570-1724 

Volleyball      Wayne Johnson  WayneLJohnson@verizon.net   301-260-1906 

Welcoming Committee      Jodie Siarkas   jsiarkas@comcast.net    301-774-2117 

 Tanterra HOA Board of Directors 
  P. O. Box 25 

  Brookeville, MD  20833 

  www.Tanterra.com 

OFFICERS 

 

President     Glen McEwen (2015)  fivemcewens@msn.com         301-570-3586 

Vice President     Wayne Johnson  (2013)  wayneljohnson@verizon.net         301-774-1906 

Treasurer     Charlie Cook (2014)  Charlie.iii@verizon.net         301-774-8059 

Secretary     Dick Bertin  (2013)  RichardBertin@verizon.net         301-774-7926 

 

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Glenn Wasik  (2015)  301-774-5020  Jim Cagley     (2014)         301-570-1475 

Dick Cole  (2013)  301-774-6534  Aleka Kapatou     (2014)         301-774-4624 

Jim Frye  (2015)  301-814-3993 

 

CLERK:     Elizabeth Bialas   301-774-3809    LizBialas@yahoo.com     (also contact for HOA resale packets) 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Page $150/mo $1,500/16 issues 

Half Page $  75/mo $   780/16 issues 

Quarter Page $  50/mo $   480/16 issues 

Business Card $  20/mo $   200/16 issues 

Classified Ads $    2/line     Give-Aways - Free! 

Ads are due by the 20th of the month 

SNOW SHOVELING & LEAF RAKING 

     NAME AGE   PHONE # 

Jonathan Uhl     17 301-509-9661 

Full Page Inserts:  $100/mo.  Advertiser must provide 620 

flyers measuring 8-1/2” x 11”.    Flyers can be two-sided! 

Look Inside for Info on  

HOLIDAY EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES, TREE 

FARMS & More!! 




